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Clerk to the Council: Oliver Last  
e-mail: ashurstclerk@outlook.com




MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ASHURST PARISH COUNCIL, HELD AT ASHURST VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 5th March 2026 AT 7.30PM
Attendance:
	Ashurst Parish Council (APC)
	Cllr Fischel (Chair), Cllr Russell (Vice Chair), Cllr Knight, Cllr Bunce, Cllr Hammond

	Horsham District Council (HDC)
	[bookmark: _Hlk203673308]District Cllr Finnegan, Cllr Marks

	Clerk
	Oliver Last

	Public
	0



         The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
97. Apologies for Absence
98. 	
         Apologies were received from Cllr Nicholson.
98. Declarations of interest
Councillors were reminded to return any revised Declarations of Interest, as defined under the Localism Act 2011.       
There were no Declarations of Interest on any agenda items in this meeting.

99. Public forum and questions 
There were no members of public questions.
100. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held 8th January 2026.
It was resolved to approve the minutes from the last meeting held on 8th January 2026 as a true and accurate record.  
101. District Councillor Reports
Cllr Marks updated the Council on the introduction of food‑waste bins from the middle of March, which are expected to reduce current food‑waste levels by around 40%. He also reported on the Steyning Grammar School rebuild, noting that the public consultation is now available online via the SGS Consultation – New Build – Steyning Grammar School page. Further updates included information on Easy Fundraising initiatives supporting community projects, the Rampion Fund opening on 14 April through the Sussex Community Foundation website, and the Community Climate Fund, which is available for water‑saving initiatives. Cllr Finnegan informed the Council that County Council elections will resume in May, with the purdah period beginning at the end of March. Confirmation of which option will be adopted for the Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) is expected between 11-17th March (probably 16th) but there may be some delays. The Brighton option was currently looking strong.                                                                                                                                 Cllr Finnegan also noted that Local Plan inspectors are revisiting the Horsham Plan, with discussions at HDC to be live‑streamed. The revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is open for comment until 10 March. The peer review has already taken place, and the initial results were very positive. Work on communication with rural populations may be required. A community governance review will be issued and reviewed by HDC, and then shared with the community for further feedback.

102. Conservation and Biodiversity Initiatives
Councillors discussed the option for the Recreation Ground to join the Weald to Wave project. They further discussed dates for a Village litter pick and agreed to meet on Sunday 29th March at 10am at the Village Hall. Cllr Russell would bring spare high vis jackets, gloves and bin liners – both ordinary and green.
It was resolved that the Recreation Ground would join the Weald to Wave project. 

103. HALC/Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation
Cllr Fischel updated the Council following a meeting attended on Thursday, 12 February, providing information on the proposed changes to the NPPF and the ongoing LGR (see also the District Councillors update in 101 above). In particular the new NPPF will be providing guidelines and a minimum standard for most planning issues, ie there will be a loss of decision making for individual Neighbourhood Plans.
The Clerk then informed the Council of the Community Governance Review being completed by Horsham District Council and went through the report supplied, confirming the input required by parish councillors and the potential outcomes of the review. Of particular concern to Ashurst was the possible recommendation that smaller Parish Councils should cluster with others. There is information on HDC’s website regarding progress on all of these issues. 

It was resolved to note the update. 

104. Planning Applications 

The following planning application was discussed:
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It was resolved to acknowledge the application. 

105. Planning Decisions from HDC
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       The decisions were noted. 

106. Payments and bank reconciliation
The Clerk provided an update on the Council’s payments and bank reconciliation, confirming that all income and expenditure for the period had been reviewed and recorded accurately and that the bank reconciliation had been completed with no discrepancies identified. Current balances were verified against bank statements.

It was resolved to approve the schedule of payments since the last meeting (see Appendix 1) and the bank reconciliation to 5th March 2026.

107. Recreation Ground
a) The Clerk provided an update on the Council’s payments and bank reconciliation, confirming that all income and expenditure for the period had been reviewed and recorded accurately and that the bank reconciliation had been completed with no discrepancies identified. Current balances were verified against bank statements.

It was resolved to approve the schedule of payments since the last meeting (see Appendix 2) and the bank reconciliation to 5th March 2026.

b) To receive an update on the rebuild/replacement of the John Eaton Hut. 

It was confirmed that a summary of the results of the questionnaire (as noted in the last minutes) will be included in the upcoming Parish Newsletter, along with a request for volunteers to contact the Clerk if they would like to assist with fundraising. 
It was further agreed that a more detailed analysis of the results of the questionnaire would be put on the website for any interested residents to refer to. 

A pre‑application will be required for any car park extension.
 
The Council also discussed the option of commissioning structural engineers to dig test pits to assess the depth and condition of the existing footings. It was felt that there was no need to test the John Eaton Hut as this would be done anyway prior to any building work taking place. In the case of the Cricket Pavilion, it was decided to wait to find out what costs would be involved before any decision was made. 

It was noted that a previous asbestos survey has already been completed, with no asbestos having been found. 

It was resolved to wait for a costing before making a decision to dig test pits. 
c) To receive a general update on the Recreation Ground. 

The grass‑cutting contract has now come to an end, and a new tender will need to be issued, with several details requiring amendment before it is released. It was confirmed that a weekly visual inspection of the play area will be carried out by Cllrs Russell and Fischel, with findings recorded on a monitoring sheet. In addition to these internal checks, the Clerk will arrange for both quarterly and annual inspections to be completed to ensure full compliance and safety oversight.

It was resolved to note the update.

108. Speedwatch and Speed Restrictions within the Parish
Unfortunately, the WSCC officer could not attend this meeting but will be invited back to speak at the next one. 

109. Operation Watershed
WSCC has now supplied plans to relieve the flooding at two sites on Peppers Lane. The works will need to be agreed by the relevant landowners as the drainage will require private and riparian ditches. 

It was resolved to note the update.

110. Defib Grant
A request was received from the Steyning Area First Responders for a grant contribution towards the defibrillator, and the Council discussed the application.

It was resolved to agree to pay the grant for the Defib of £125. 

111. Government email addresses and website
Cllr Bunce updated the Council on his recent discussion with the new website provider and confirmed that he was satisfied with the proposed design and functionality, recommending that the Council proceed with the development of the new website. Green was to be adopted as the colour and an aerial photo of the centre of the village was to be sought.

It was resolved to proceed with the new website and the new councillor email addresses. 

112. Correspondence
There was no additional correspondence. 

113. Forthcoming Dates

28th May – Invite George WSCC to talk, 7pm, Parish AGM, 7:30pm start.

Proposed future meeting dates – NB Clerk to send out invites. Dates TBC’

16th July 6:00 - Annual Parish Meeting, Full Council Meeting, 7.30pm start. 
24th September - Recreation Ground AGM, 6.30pm TBC , Full Council, 7:30pm. 
26th November - Full Council Meeting 7.30pm.
14th January - Full Council Meeting 7.30pm.
18th March - Full Council Meeting 7.30pm.

There being no further business the meeting ended at 21.13.
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HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL — LIST OF NEW APPS (Parish Order)
Data produced 2™ March 2026

Parish:
Case N
Date Valid:

Decision Level:

Agent:
Proposal:

Site Address:
Grid Ref

Ashurst PC Ward: Steyning and Ashurst
DC/26/0212 Case Officer:  TBC

17 February 2026 Comments by: TBC

Delegated Decision App Type: Householder

Mr Philip Clay Applicant: Mr and Mrs Lomer

Erection of a first floor extension above existing ground floor, erection of a front porch, and
installation of windows.

Tipnoak Lodge School Lane Ashurst West Sussex BN44 3AY

517740 116075
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Parish:  Ashurst PC

Application Number:  DC/25/1884 Decision:  Application Permitted
Site: Estons Farm The Village Ashurst Steyning West Sussex BNA4 3AP
Description: Removal of Conditions 5 and 6 of previously approved appication DC/2172599 (Change of use of agrcultural bulding 1o sn

events venue (Ful Applcation)) relating to water neulralty.
Date of Decision: ~ 14101/2026
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Parish:  Ashurst PC

Application Number:  DC/25/1938. Decision:  Applicaton Permited
site: Merrion Farm Bines Green Partrdge Groen West Sussex RH13 BEH
Description: Erection of a new milking parour and feed sio. (Pant Retrospective)

Date of Decision: 0200272026
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Parish:  Ashurst PC

lion Number:  DC/25/1323 De
Sweetmans Barn The Village Ashurst Steyning West Sussex BN44 3AP

Applic
Sit

Description: Demoiition of existing bam and erection of new outbuilding (triple garage). New oak gates to replace 5 bar gate.

jon:  Application Permitted

Date of Decisior 17/02/2026
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Appendix 1 - Ashurst PC Account

Ref Date Payee Description Amount

Balance per Cashbook 8th January 2026

24,592.99 £    

TR16

08.01.26

O Last O Last - Dec

309.35 -£               

TR17

08.01.26

Ashurst Rec Ground Grant 24/25

5,000.00 -£          

TR18

08.01.26

Ashurst Rec Ground Grant 25/26

5,000.00 -£          

TR19

08.01.26

Ashurst Rec Ground Football ground rent

375.00 -£               

CH07

19.01.26

Lloyds

Service Charge

4.25 -£                     

TR20 09.02.26 O Last O Last - Jan 309.35 -£               

TR21 05.02.26 St James Chruch Newsletter grant 100.00 -£               

CH08 17.02.26

Lloyds

Service Charge

4.25 -£                     

TR22 02.03.26

O Last

O Last - Feb

309.55 -£               

TR23 25.02.26 Sussex Land Service  Grass cutting Oct 288.50 -£               

TR24 27.02.26 HDC Play Inspection 64.86 -£                  

Total Payments 11,765.11 -£       

Ref Date Payer Description Amount

INC03 08.01.26

Ashurst Rec Ground

Business Stream £87.80

INC04 08.01.26

Ashurst Rec Ground

Business Stream £92.57

INC05 08.01.26

Ashurst Rec Ground

Grass cutting £1,442.52

INC06 08.01.26

Ashurst Rec Ground

Bench install £269.10

INC07

09.01.26

Ashurst Rec Ground

Building plans £2,160.00

INC08

27.02.26

Ashurst Rec Ground

Grass cutting £240.42

INC09

27.02.26

Ashurst Rec Ground

Play Inspection £54.00

Total Receipts £4,292.41

Item Amount

Balance per Bank Statement January 8th 2026 24,592.99 £                 

Add: Outstanding receipts 4,292.41 £                    

Less: Outstanding payments 11,765.11 -£                 

Adjusted balance as at  17,120.29 £           

Appendix 2 - Recreation Ground Account

Date Payee Description Amount

07.01.26 Business Stream Water -£92.31

09.01.26 Ashurst Council Building plans -£2,160.00

08.01.26 Ashurst Council Business Stream -£87.80

08.01.26 Ashurst Council Business Stream -£92.57

08.01.26 Ashurst Council Grass cutting -£1,442.52

08.01.26 Ashurst Council Bench install -£269.10

05.02.26 Sussex Land Service Outstanding Payment -£48.08

28.01.26 EDF Electricity -£25.00

27.02.26 Ashurst Council Grass cutting -240.42

27.02.26 Ashurst Council Play inspection -£54.00

Total Payments -£4,457.80

Schedule of receipts since the last meeting (8th January 2026)

Date Payee Description Amount

08.01.26 Ashurst Council Grant 24/25 £5,000.00

08.01.26 Ashurst Council Football ground rent £375.00

08.01.26 Ashurst Council Grant 25/26 £5,000.00

Total Receipts £10,375

Item Amount

Balance per Bank Statement 8th January 2026 £12,665.26

Add: Outstanding receipts £10,375.00

Less: Outstanding payments -£4,457.80

Adjusted balance as at 5th March 2026 £18,582.46

Bank Reconciliation as at March 5th

Schedule of payments since the last meeting (8th January 2026)

Schedule of receipts since the last meeting (8th January 2026)

Bank Reconciliation as at March 5th



Schedule of payments since the last meeting (8th January 2026)


