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Clerk to the Council: Oliver Last  
e-mail: ashurstclerk@outlook.com




MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ASHURST PARISH COUNCIL, HELD AT ASHURST VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 20th November 2025 AT 7.30PM
Attendance:
	Ashurst Parish Council (APC)
	Cllr Fischel (Chair), Cllr Hammond, Cllr Knight, and Cllr Russell (Vice Chair), Cllr Bunce, Cllr Nicholson

	Horsham District Council (HDC)
	[bookmark: _Hlk203673308]District Cllr Finnegan 

	Clerk
	Oliver Last

	Public
	0



The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
60. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from 

61. Declarations of interest
Councillors were reminded to return any revised Declarations of Interest, as defined under the Localism Act 2011.
There were no Declarations of Interest on any agenda items in this meeting.
62. Public forum and questions 
There were no members of public questions.
63. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held 18th September 2025.
It was resolved to approve the minutes from the last meeting held on 18th September 2025 as a true and accurate record.  
64. District Councillor Reports
Cllr Finnegan updated the council to note that devolution is a separate process from Local Government Reorganisation (LGR). The current proposals for a Mayoral Combined Authority covering Sussex and Brighton would see powers and funding transferred locally, with the new strategic authority expected to be in place by March 2026 and mayoral elections scheduled for May 2026. Meanwhile, LGR would see the replacement of the current county, district, and borough councils with new unitary authorities. West Sussex leaders have already submitted a business case, with Horsham, Crawley, and Mid Sussex proposed as one of two new unitaries. The government is expected to consult on these changes between November 2025 and January 2026, with a response in the spring, shadow elections in May 2027, and the new authority coming into effect from April 2028.
On environmental matters, Natural England has announced it will withdraw its 2021 Water Neutrality Position Statement on 31 October 2025, following an agreement to reduce water abstraction and protect the Arun Valley. From 1 November 2025, development can proceed as water neutral using Southern Water’s 2024/25 savings, meaning there will be no requirement for a water neutrality statement, SNWCS payment, or bespoke section 106 agreement, and the SNWCS scheme will not be launched. The relevant licence change is targeted for March 2026. However, new homes must still comply with Building Regulations Part G, ensuring water use does not exceed 110 litres per person per day, as set out in HDPF Policy 37.
Regarding the Local Plan, the Inspector’s interim findings have focused on the Duty to Cooperate and water neutrality. In response, Horsham District Council has submitted further evidence and is preparing a Local Plan review under new planning regulations, with a 30-month timetable and further guidance expected before Christmas.
The Rural and Market Towns Economic Alliance, which includes Storrington, Pulborough, Billingshurst, and Steyning—representing around 40,000 residents—will be working together under the “One Voice” initiative. This alliance will focus on joint bids, projects, and training, and will include business representatives and a small governance team. Meetings will be held bi-monthly in public, and the group may evolve into a Community Interest Company (CIC) in the future. One of its aims is to support a local careers week.
Looking ahead, weekly household food waste collections are set to begin in spring 2026. Each household will receive a kitchen caddy with liners and a 23-litre bin (or a 140-litre bin for flats). The rollout will be staggered, so please wait for your start notice. It’s worth noting that around 40% of bin waste is currently food.
Finally, for Steyning and Bramber, the stile at Bramber Brooks remains a matter for the landowner and West Sussex County Council’s Rights of Way team. Bank reprofiling would require Environment Agency consent and is not currently proposed. Pooling at the entrance will be addressed this winter with improved drainage, and a “No Cycling” sign will be installed. The White Bridge is set to reopen on the 21st, thanks to the efforts of WSCC and the working group. The High Street Car Park pothole has been fixed, and vegetation cut by residents has been noted, with insurance and maintenance issues flagged and a contractor backlog acknowledged. At Glebe Farm, we are awaiting corrected plans regarding solar, buffers, planting, and the KBL interface, with updated reserved matters posted on 5 November. Vistry aims to start groundworks in January or February 2026.

65. Conservation and Biodiversity Initiatives
Councillor Knight updated the council regarding our initiatives to encourage Ashurst residents to get involved in the locating and recording  of ancient, veteran and notable trees, identifying different bird species, and assessing the current state of local ponds already mapped out by West Sussex Wildlife Trust. He also reported on a meeting with Kat Dahl, a local ecology expert, to discuss ways to encourage greater community involvement in local conservation projects. 
One suggestion was for the council to support the “Weald to Waves” Nature Corridor, a project aiming to establish a continuous wildlife corridor from Climping to Ashdown Forest. It was proposed that Ashurst Parish Council should formally support this initiative. 
Additionally, the Clerk would ask Horsham District Council if it could provide a split recycling bin at the Recreation Ground to help improve local recycling efforts.
It was resolved to acknowledge the update and to adopt the Weald to Waves initiative.

66. HALC/Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation

An update is included in Cllr Finnegan’s district report. 

67. Planning Applications 
The planning applications were discussed.
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It was resolved to acknowledge the application. 
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It was resolved to acknowledge the application. 

68. Planning Decisions from HDC
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The decision was noted. 
69. Payments and bank reconciliation
The Clerk updated the council on the income and expenditure.
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70. Budget
The Clerk presented the Councillors with last year's budget and the proposed budget lines for the coming year. These were discussed and it was felt that a general increase of 5% should be applied to the appropriate budget lines affected by inflation and to increase the Recreation Ground grant by this amount as well.

71. Recreation Ground
a) The Clerk gave an update on the income and expenditure in the Recreation Ground account.
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b) To receive an update on the rebuild/replacement of the John Eaton Hut. 
The Chair advised that, following on from the questionnaire recently sent out to all Ashurst residents, the consultation process regarding the proposed rebuild/replacement of the John Eaton Hut and the Cricket Pavilion was continuing. Meetings with representatives from each of the Recreation Ground’s three key stakeholders ie the School, the Cricketers and the Footballers, together with some of the Parish Councillors had been scheduled for the coming Saturday.             As well as discussing the stakeholders’ requirements regarding sports and storage facilities, these meetings would also provide a useful opportunity to have a general discussion and update with each party regarding their use of the Recreation Ground. 
A discussion then evolved around the size of the ground and the ongoing issues of traffic and car parking in School Lane and in the Recreation Ground. 
c) To receive a general update on the Recreation Ground. 
The Chair gave a general update.  The timing of the grass cutting and the requirements of the Football Club for short grass later in the year were discussed. It was resolved that when the grass cutting contract next comes up for renewal, we will need to address the timing of the cuts to try and accommodate this extension in the grass growing season.
72. Speedwatch and Speed Restrictions within the Parish
Councillors discussed the potential introduction of Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) and considered once again the possible locations for their installation. Cllrs Nicholson and Russell agreed to meet up with WSCC once more, in order to try and ascertain where additional SID poles might be placed. They would report back to the next meeting.
It was further agreed that a consultation question should be sent to residents regarding the possible extension of a 40 mph Traffic Regulation Order (TRO). Cllrs Nicholson and Fischel to prepare a draft. This consultation will also be promoted in the forthcoming Parish Newsletter.

73. Operation Watershed

Cllr Knight is waiting for a response from the WSCC department dealing with our application. He will chase again.

74. Government email addresses
The Clerk updated the council explaining that the Government has appointed the Cabinet Office to advise and sponsor parish councils to switch to gov.uk email addresses. They have provided (a) a list of approved suppliers and (b) a £100 discount in the first year to help fund the switch. An Extract from their report is attached at Appendix A. Their summary is listed below

A gov.uk domain conveys trust and authority, as it is exclusively used by government and public sector organisations at every level in the UK. This exclusivity helps in building community, partner and peer confidence, which is crucial for a council's reputation.
The gov.uk domains are renowned for their robust security measures, monitoring for potential security vulnerabilities, and safeguarding sensitive and personal information. It is particularly important for parish councils to separate personal and professional data.
Advice from parish council Auditors is also to switch to a gov.uk email service.
The anticipated costs are as follows:
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It was resolved for the Clerk to set up a meeting with the preferred supplier and the councillors. 

75. IT Policy
It was resolved to adopt the IT Policy for the council 

76. Correspondence
An updated acceptance of office forms are to be sent to all councillors for completion. These will then be reissued to HDC. 

77. Forthcoming Dates - To be confirmed:
8th January
5th March


 The meeting ended at 21.27
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HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL — LIST OF NEW APPS (Parish Order)

"Data produced 29° September 2025
Ashurst PC Ward: Steyring and Ashurst
DC2s/1323 Caso Officor:  Stave Astes

24 September 2025 Comments by: 23 Ociober 2025

Delegated Decision AppType:  Housenolder

Mr Mark Alford Applicant: M Alan Whitehouse

'Demoliton of existing barn and erection of new outbuiding (iiple garage). New oak gates to

replace 5 bar gate.
‘Sweeimans Bam The Vilage Ashurst Steyning West Sussex BN&4 3AP.
517971 116162
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HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL - LIST OF NEW APPS (Parish Order)

‘Data produced 271102025
Ashurst PC Steyring and Ashurst
DC25/1610 Steve Astes

15 Oclober 2025 20 November 2025
Delegated Decision LBC Attration

Jayne Harding Diocese of Chichester

instaaton ofnew nteral loft hatch within headmaster'sofice. (Listed Buiding Consent).
Ashurst Ghurchof England School School Lane Ashurst Steyning West Sussax BNA4 SAY.
517566 116035





image4.png
RefNo: DISC/25/0028  Site Address: Eatons Farm The Village Ashurst Steyning West Sussex BN4 34
Description:  Approval of detalls reserved by condition 3 to approved application DC/21/2599

Date Appeal Decided:  03/10/2025 Appeal Status:  Appeal Allowed
Appeal Type: ‘Appeal Allowed
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Appendix 1 - Ashurst PC Account

Ref Date Payee Description Amount

Balance per Cashbook 18th September 2025

19,927.35 £  

CH03 23.09.25 Lloyds Service Charge 4.25 -£                

TR04 23.09.25 WSALC Subscription 102.49 -£            

TR05 23.09.25 O Last Salary Sep and Bac Pay 354.15 -£            

TR06 23.09.25 Sussex Land ServiceGrounds Contract Aug 288.50 -£            

TR07 23.09.25 Business Stream June - Sep Water 92.57 -£              

TR08 23.09.25 Sussex Land ServiceGrounds Contract Sep 288.50 -£            

CH04 20.10.25 Lloyds Service Charge 4.25 -£                

DD03 23.09.25 HMRC PAYE O LAST 230.66 -£            

TR09 05.11.25 HDC Play Park inspections 57.60 -£              

TR10 05.11.25 O Last Salary Oct 309.55 -£            

TR12 06.11.25 HP Laptop 529.00 -£            

Total Payments 2,261.52 -£        

Ref Date Payer Description Amount

INC02 29-Sep-25 HDC 2nd Precept 7,330.00 £        

Total Receipts 7,330.00 £        

Item Amount

Balance per Bank Statement 24,995.83 £     

Add: Outstanding receipts

Less: Outstanding payments

Adjusted balance as at 20th Nov 2025 24,995.83 £  

Item Amount

Balance per Cashbook 18th September 2025 19,927.35 £     

Plus Receipts for the period 7,330.00 £       

Less Payments for the period 2,261.52 -£       

Cashbook Balance as at 20th Nov 2025 24,995.83 £  

Bank Reconciliation as at 20th November 2025

Cashbook Reconciliation 

Schedule of payments since the last meeting (18th September 2025)

Schedule of receipts since the last meeting (18th September 2025)
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Appendix 2 - Recreation Ground Account

Date Payee Description Amount

28-Oct-25 EDF Electricity -£25.00

29-Sep-25 EDF Electricity -£25.00

Total Payments -£50.00

Schedule of receipts since the last meeting (18th September 2025)

Date Payee Description Amount

Total Receipts £0

Item Amount

Balance per Bank Statement 18th September £12,425.26

Add: Outstanding receipts £0.00

Less: Outstanding payments £0.00

Adjusted balance as at 20th Nov 2025 £12,375.26

Cashbook balance as at 18th September 2025 £12,425.26

Plus Receipts for the period £0

Less Payments for the Period -£50.00

Cashbook balance as at 20th November 2025 £12,375.26

Bank Reconciliation as at 20th Nov 2025

Cashbook Reconciliation 

Schedule of payments since the last meeting (18th September 2025)
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