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Clerk to the Council: Oliver Last  
e-mail: ashurstclerk@outlook.com




MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ASHURST PARISH COUNCIL, HELD AT ASHURST VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 18th September 2025 AT 7.30PM
Attendance:
	Ashurst Parish Council (APC)
	Cllr Fischel (Chair), Cllr Hammond, Cllr Knight, and Cllr Russell (Vice Chair), Cllr Bunce. 

	Horsham District Council (HDC)
	[bookmark: _Hlk203673308]District Cllr Finnegan 

	Clerk
	Oliver Last

	Public
	1




	
40. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr. Les Nicholson and District Cllr. Nick Marks.
41. Declarations of interest
Councillors were reminded to return any revised Declarations of Interest, as defined under the Localism Act 2011.
There were no Declarations of Interest on any agenda items in this meeting.
42. Public forum and questions
A member of the public raised the issue of Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) in the area and provided several quotes for consideration. The council noted the information.
43. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held 
It was resolved to approve the minutes from the last meeting held on July 17th as a true and accurate record.  
44. District Councillor Reports
Councillor Finnegan advised the Council that the two-unitary model has been chosen by the existing District Councils, as they believe that this will create two councils of the recommended size. These proposed new authorities align with the government's guiding principle for the optimal population size of a unitary council, striking a balance between scale and localism, ie they are large enough to achieve economies of scale, build the strategic capacity needed to tackle major challenges like social care demand and climate change and possess the financial resilience to withstand economic shocks, but are still small enough to remain agile, responsive and connected to the needs and identities of their local communities. This sizing translates into a sustainable financial case. It is claimed that this model is viable, delivering net savings of between £18.8 million (mid-point) and £34 million (stretched) per year once a steady state is reached. These efficiencies are derived from the consolidation of back-office functions and contracts, a reduction in senior management and improved procurement power, freeing up resources for investment in frontline services.

The financial analysis shows a payback period for the initial investment, at 6.4 years. This is felt   
to be an acceptable timeframe given the reform to be delivered and reflects the managed, 
careful, and complex work required to safely disaggregate critical services like Adult and  
Children's Social Care, alongside the development of closely integrated local prevention and 
neighbourhood services. It is seen as an upfront investment in establishing more deeply reformed service models for the long term, creating a more resilient and locally attuned system.

[bookmark: _Hlk210642295]It was resolved to acknowledge the report, but at the same time to remark that the view point expressed above may be that of HDC and the other District Councils, in line with current government thinking, but it does not represent Ashurst Parish Council’s viewpoint, where there is considerable concern regarding likely loss of interest in local needs in small parishes such as our own.

45. Conservation and Biodiversity Initiatives
Cllr Knight, confirmed that he has been trying to encourage greater community involvement through WhatsApp, particularly around the recording of notable trees and ponds. He had also approached Kat Dhal from the Knepp Estate for additional input and inspiration. Cllr Fischel advised that Tara Dawson, who is involved in the Ouse and Adur River Trust  projects, had been in contact and it was agreed to invite her to attend the next meeting. Cllr Fischel would follow this up, for a 7 o’clock start.

It was resolved to acknowledge the above. 

46. HALC/Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation
It was agreed to resolve that the update given by Councillor Finnegan was an appropriate update.  

47. Planning Applications 
Planning Application S106/25/0017 was discussed:
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It was resolved not to comment on this due to a lack of information provided. 

48. Planning Decisions from HDC
         There were no planning application decisions from Horsham District Council.
49. Payments and bank reconciliation*

Councillors resolved to approve the schedule of payments since July 17th, the date of the last meeting, together with the bank reconciliation of 18th September 2025 (See Appendix 1).* 

50. Mulberry Auditors 
The clerk reported that the agreement with our Mulberry Auditors had run out so it needed to be reviewed and, if necessary, renewed.

It was resolved to agree to a 3-year term using Mulberry as our Auditors. 

51. Recreation Ground
a) To receive a report on the Recreation Ground Trust’s income and expenditure since the last meeting (17th July 2025).*

The Clerk gave an update on the income and expenditure in the Recreation Ground account and explained that the electricity DD has been reduced from £60 to £25 per month as the account was in credit. It was also noted that the Clerk did not have access to the Recreation Ground Account yet and that the process to add him as signatory will need to start again.
 
Councillors resolved to approve the schedule of payments since July 17th, the date of the last meeting, together with the bank reconciliation of 18th September 2025. (See Appendix II.) 

b) To receive an update on the rebuild/replacement of the John Eaton Hut. 

As a continuation of the consultation process, and following on from the July Annual Parish Meeting when the draft design for the new building was presented, Cllr Fischel provided an update on the Parish Questionnaire which has now been issued to Ashurst residents. She and advised that, on request, the date for submissions would remain open until 10th October.

After this, formal consultation sessions with each of the two regular paying users of the buildings – ie the Cricket Club and The Football Club will be held if required, as well as with the School, the other main user of the Recreation Ground. The Council will hold additional sessions with any other users of the Recreation Ground who wish to discuss the draft designs.

Discussions took place regarding the limited opportunities for the Recreation Ground to generate income. 

Further discussions also took place regarding the Council’s inability to contact a number of residents
It was felt that this issue could be addressed by a door-to door delivery of the Parish Newsletter, requesting that if Residents wanted to receive further information, they should provide the Clerk with their electronic contact details.

Councillors resolved to acknowledge the update given. 

c) To receive a general update on the Recreation Ground

Cllr Fischel provided a general update on the Recreation Ground. The hedging has been cut back, the drainage is working well, and regular grass cutting continues to keep the area in good condition. 

The oak tree by the entrance, however, is not in good shape, but since it has been cut back it is not considered to present any health or safety issues. Cllr Fischel would discuss this further with the Tree Warden. 

Councillors resolved to acknowledge the update given. 


52. Speedwatch and Speed Restrictions within the Parish

The Duke of Norfolk Estate has given permission to consider suitable locations with good sunlight for the installation of a new SID with solar power. A private area has also been offered, along with a potential financial contribution from a resident. The WSCC-owned areas can not currently be used, but further contact will be made with WSCC to explore options.

Three quotes have been received for the SID, coming in at around £3,500. Councillors discussed the costs and suitability of the proposed locations, but it was agreed that little could be done without the co-operation of WSCC.

It was resolved to agree a draft consultation question for residents regarding a possible extension of the existing 40 mph Traffic Regulation Order (TRO). This consultation can then be included in the next Parish Newsletter.

53. Operation Watershed

There is no update to report regarding Operation Watershed. Cllr Knight is chasing for some answers. 

54. Council Laptop

Cllr Bunce informed the Council of an option he had identified to replace the Council laptop.

It was resolved to approve the option presented and for the Clerk to proceed with the purchase of a new laptop, with a maximum spend of £500 (HP model)
55. Website Update

There were no other options considered by the Council to replace the current website.

It was therefore resolved to go ahead with the Hugo Fox website. 

56. Government email addresses

The Clerk provided an update on the requirement for all councillors to have dedicated gov.uk email addresses, in order to ensure the security of council information. A Zoom meeting has been arranged for Tuesday 23rd October to obtain pricing details and clarify the process for implementation.

It was resolved to proceed with this requirement and for the Clerk to report back to the Council once further information is available.

57. Local Government services pay
The Clerk informed the Council that the National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) has reached an agreement on rates of pay of a 3.2% pay rise for local council staff applicable and back paid from 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026.

Councillors resolved to acknowledge the update given. 

58. Correspondence

There was no additional correspondence 


59. Forthcoming Dates
The next council meeting is arranged for 20th November 2025

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:07 
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